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Objectives

• Review HIIN data

• Discuss targeted interventions for fall 
prevention

• Review resources to assist with harm 
reduction
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Did you know?
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HRET/HIIN Goal

20 percent reduction in 
patient falls by 2019.
• Partnership for Patients (PfP) Goal
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State HIIN Improvement Data
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Current Rate:   0.54                       Target Rate:  0.53                   



Snapshot of State HIIN Data
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Target Improvement 
Rate Line



The Numbers 
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Of 92 HIIN participating hospitals-

– 14 hospitals have a combined total of 2,016 falls 
with harm

– Total falls with harm = 2,594



w

What are you doing to reduce 
falls?



Impulsive Fallers? 
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Consider this teach-back tool 
from the HRET Change Package.  
Not only does it encourage 
patient/staff collaboration, but 
it also promotes “scripting” and 
helps staff to become more 
comfortable with conversations 
about falls. 

http://www.hret-hiin.org/Resources/falls/18/falls-with-injury-change-package.pdf

http://www.hret-hiin.org/Resources/falls/18/falls-with-injury-change-package.pdf


Post Fall Huddle-Study from AHRQ
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Result: Repeat fall rates were negatively associated with 
the proportion of falls followed by a huddle. As 
compared to hospital staff who did not participate in 
huddles, those who participated in huddles had more 
positive perceptions of four domains of safety culture 
and how team structure, team leadership, and situation 
monitoring supported fall-risk reduction.

Method:  Used the TeamSTEPPS® Teamwork 
Perceptions Questionnaire (T-TPQ) to assess 
perceptions of teamwork support for fall-risk 
reduction and the Hospital Survey on Patient 
Safety Culture (HSOPS) to assess perceptions of 
safety culture. 
https://www.ahrq.gov/teamstepps/instructor/reference/teampercept.html

https://psnet.ahrq.gov/issue/impact-post-fall-huddles-repeat-fall-rates-and-perceptions-safety-
culture-quasi-experimental

https://www.ahrq.gov/teamstepps/instructor/reference/teampercept.html
https://psnet.ahrq.gov/issue/impact-post-fall-huddles-repeat-fall-rates-and-perceptions-safety-culture-quasi-experimental


Findings from the study…

“Patient falls are complex because they result from a 
combination of patient (e.g. lower extremity weakness), 

environmental (e.g. tripping hazards), and system factors. 
System factors that contribute to patient falls include the 
attitude that falls are inevitable, poor teamwork, and an 

inability to adequately learn from fall events.”
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https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-019-4453-y

https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-019-4453-y


University of Nebraska Med Center 
Huddle Pocket Guide and Form 

12 https://www.unmc.edu/patient-safety/capturefalls/tool-inventory.html

https://www.unmc.edu/patient-safety/capturefalls/tool-inventory.html


Are you assessing mobility status 
and adding to the care plan?
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Pre-hospitalization Risk Assessment 
& Education-it matters!
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https://www.frontiersin.org/article
s/10.3389/fpubh.2016.00190/full#
T2

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2016.00190/full#T2


Patient & Family Engagement

• Recommendations for Practice: 
Use the STEADI Materials

• STEADI is a comprehensive set 
of materials that provides a 
foundation to systematically 
evaluate and address fall risk.

• STEADI includes an algorithm 
to assess fall risk, tips for 
integrating fall risk 
management into clinical 
practice, assessment tools for 
modifiable fall-risk factors, 
descriptions of interventions, 
and patient education 
materials. 

• It is a systematic, evidence-
based, accessible, and free 
resource for PCPs and their 
practice teams to evaluate and 
manage their patients’ fall risk.
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https://www.cdc.gov/steadi/patient.html

https://www.cdc.gov/steadi/patient.html


wResources



Falls PI Tool
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http://www.hret-hiin.org/Resources/falls/19/discovery-tools-falls-final-enabled.pdf

http://www.hret-hiin.org/Resources/falls/19/discovery-tools-falls-final-enabled.pdf


From HRET
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Go to this website to access these resources:  
http://www.hret-hiin.org/Resources/falls/19/hot-topic-falls-73119.pdf

http://www.hret-hiin.org/Resources/falls/19/hot-topic-falls-73119.pdf


HRET Change Package
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http://www.hret-
hiin.org/Resources/f
alls/18/falls-with-
injury-change-
package.pdf

http://www.hret-hiin.org/Resources/falls/18/falls-with-injury-change-package.pdf
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